
Wildlife Aid Brigade, LLC, has been working with animal       
shelters in the Metro DC area since 2008, training           

volunteers and staff in humane wildlife intervention and          
response.   

Trained 90 people from 8 shelters and the Park service in the last 3 years  

Was honored with the wildlife rescue award in 2009 by Metropolitan                  

Washington Council of Governments  

Logged over 900 hours of service to three participating shelters in the last two 

years, saving each shelter valuable time and sparing shelter budgets by using 

volunteer power and our own vehicles for field response   

Served as consultant to Prince Georges Animal Services in developing 

standard operating procedures regarding wildlife, and setting up a wildlife 

ward for emergency care of incoming wildlife waiting for transfer to a       

rehabilitator.  

 Holds a federal Migratory Bird Permit and state wildlife rehabilitation 

permit in Maryland  

  Uses only non - lethal methods of resolving wildlife conflict and does not 

trap or relocate healthy wild animals.  

 Focuses on renesting and reuniting young with parents when possible, 

so the family remains whole and in the wild.  

Instructors are licensed wildlife rehabilitators  

Watch a video of our work at www.wildlifeaidbrigade.org     

WILDLIFE AID BRIGADE, LLC  

Offers new service for 2011  

Introducing  

Wildlife Aid Brigade Associates  
Experienced working within shelters and developing programs to improve shelter response to 

wildlife, Wildlife Aid Brigade Associates  can   

Serve as paid substitutes  for animal control officers in shelters and humane societies.    
Cut salary expenses , as the WAB hourly rate will be less than the hourly rate of an ACO.                                                                                                                        

Cover furloughs , vacations and other absences                        

Respond to wildlife calls  during ñbaby seasonò, May through September 

              (See page 3 for further details and fee schedule.)  

Animal Shelters, Wildlife Rehabilitators, and 
Volunteers working to preserve wild families  

ñWildlife Aid Brigade 

helps us by handling 

wildlife calls; they 

let us concentrate on  

companion animal 

issues, such as  

court cases, cruelty 

cases, etc. .ò 

   

Alice Burton, Chief of 

Animal Control,     

Animal Welfare 

League of Arlington  



This Spring WAB will be training volunteers to work with and respond 

from shelters and humane societies in Maryland and Virginia for the 

4th year.  WAB is recruiting now through wildlife and environmental 

venues, including University of Marylandôs Environmental Sciences and 

Avian and Animal Sciences programs.  These volunteers will work 

alongside WAB associates learning skills needed to keep wildlife fami-

lies together in the wild and providing first aid and transportation to 

the shelter if necessary.  (See more training details on our website at  

http://www.wildlifeaidbrigade.org/Volunteer_Response__Rescue.html )  

 

Shelters and humane societies wishing to participate in the 

volunteer response program in 2011 have two options for 

funding new volunteer training:   

 

a)  Shelter pays for classroom training*é ( payment due March 

21 )   Shelter receives 40 hours of FREE field response, plus ownership 

of training manual                    

   

b)  Volunteer pays for classroom trainingé Shelter pays nominal 

fee for volunteer field training  

Fee schedule for Associates and Volunteers on Opposite Page  

 

*Training dates are March 27, April 3 and April 17 (all dates   

required).  

SHELTER/H.S. NAME ______________________________________________________  

CITY, STATE ______________________ Contact Name: __________________________  

PHONE NUMBER ____________________________  

VOLUNTEER NAMES: _______________________ Cell Number: ___________________  

                                 _______________________   Cell Number:____________________  

     ________________________Cell Number:____________________  

Note:  each volunteer must be 18 years or over, own their own car, have valid drivers license and have 

a cell phone.  Please see opposite page for other volunteer requirements.  

Shelter/H.S. to pay for training:    ____yes  ____no   Amount enclosed:  $__________  

Volunteers to pay for training:       ____yes     ____no    

Submit to:  Wildlife Aid Brigade, LLC, PO Box 63, Damascus, MD   20872  

WILDLIFE AID BRIGADE 
CONTINUES VOLUNTEER RESP0NSE 

TRAINING  

Sign your shelter up for Volunteer Training today!  

Submit this form and payment by March 21, 2011  
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The nest of these baby Eastern Cot-
tontails  was accidentally exposed 
and  partially destroyed by a weed -
whacker.  Volunteers learn how to 
examine animals for injuries and 
determine if they can remain in the 
wild or need to be rehabilitated.  In 
this case, the rabbits were unharmed 
and the volunteer instructed the 
homeowner how to monitor the nest 
to ensure the mother resumed care.  
The family remained in the wild.  

Volunteers learn safety and     

handling techniques from licensed 

wildlife rehabilitators.  

http://www.wildlifeaidbrigade.org/Volunteer_Response__Rescue.html


Fee Schedule for 2011  

 

Emergency Care in the Fieldé 

Wildlife Aid Brigade Associates :  $12.00 per hour, 4 -hour    

       shift minimum  

A few limitations  will exist:  WAB associates are primarily available on 

weekends, do not work during night hours, and do not handle       

companion animal calls.   

      

Wildlife Aid Brigade Volunteers:    

 If shelter pays classroom feeé.    $95.00 per volunteer;  

         shelter owns training manual  

 

 If volunteer pays  classroom feeé.    Shelter pays $50.00 per   

    (shelter will be invoiced at start of              volunteer for field training* 
     field training)                    

 

(*Note:  All volunteers must work a minimum of six 4 -hour shifts of field         

response with a WAB associate in order to complete field training and 

take calls independently.)  

 

These  infant gray squirrels, just a few 

days old, can be saved if they receive emer-

gency care. Volunteers receive training so 

that these animals get immediate help in 

the field and then transport them back to 

the shelter for triage and transfer to a 

wildlife rehabilitator.   Older babies can 

sometimes be reunited with their mother 

and stay in the wild; volunteers learn this 

and other techniques to keep wild families    

together and prevent orphaning.  

Basic Volunteer Requirements:  

Besides those listed on opposite page:  

Must be physically fit and able to climb, kneel, 

bend and stand for long periods  

Must be able to cope with all weather          

conditions  

Must have good interpersonal skills to suc-

cessfully work with the public and represent 

both the shelter and Wildlife Aid Brigade.  
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This harmless black rat 

snake was removed from 

a  Prince Georges County 

home and released un-

harmed nearby. The    

residents were educated 

by the responding volun-

teers about the benefits 

of snakes. 

 

Associates vs. 
Volunteers :  

1) some associates are 

vaccinated against     

rabies and can handle 

RVS calls, but             

volunteers cannot.       

2) associates can        

respond to deer calls 

but  volunteers cannot 

(backup from an ACO 

may be needed for deer 

or RVS calls)                 

3) associates are        

required to transport 

injured, ill or orphaned 

animals to rehabilita-

tors if needed, but       

volunteers are not.   

You donôt need to      

decide between the 

two; you can have 

both!  

PRESENTATIONS 

BY WILDLIFE AID 

BRIGADE,   

SPRING 2011:  

March 12,  

VA Federation of       

Humane Societies, 

Fredericksburg, VA  

April 11,  

New England            

Federation of Humane 

Societies, Portland, ME  



MORE WILDLIFE AID BRIGADE TRAINING PROGRAMS :  
 

Call of the Wild   For shelter call - takers...  

trains shelter staff and volunteers  to handle wildlife calls from the public so that the public 
is educated about basic life history, public health concerns are addressed, and baby animals are 
given a chance to stay with their parents.   Call - taker training saves the shelter's resources 

by  reducing the  volume of field responses performed by animal control officers, so that they may 
concentrate on companion animal  matters.   

http://www.wildlifeaidbrigade.org/Call_of_the_Wild.html   

 

Wild Ward   Stabilization of wild animals as     
   they await transport to a licensed rehabilitator...  

helps shelters and humane societies establish an emergency ward for native wildlife awaiting 

transport to wildlife rehabilitators and centers.   It teaches staff and volunteers to provide 
emergency temporary  housing, basic life -saving interventions and stabilize and nourish   

injured, orphaned and sick animals.  

http://www.wildlifeaidbrigade.org/Wild_Ward_0KH9.html   

 

Program Fees:  http://www.wildlifeaidbrigade.org/Training_Fees.html   

All but three species of birds are protected by the  

Migratory Bird Treaty Act, a federal law enforced by 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife.  Wildlife Aid Brigade holds a 

Migratory Bird Permit and can help your shelter    

correctly identify and respond to calls about birds.   

Removing baby birds from their parentsô care is     

illegal.  Unless baby birds are truly orphaned, sick or 

injured, they do not need help from humans.        

Furthermore, healthy birds cannot be euthanized   

because they were kidnapped and brought to your 

shelter. These birds must be given care and        

transported to a rehabilitator.  

Volunteers and Associates are trained to recognize 

healthy baby birds still under parental care from    

orphans, will attempt to renest and reunite baby birds 

with their parents, and will help your shelter comply 

with federal law.   

 

THANK YOU FOR WORKING WITH         

WILDLIFE AID BRIGADE!  

Migratory Birds...Is your shelter in compliance with    
federal law?  

This nest of baby song sparrows was built in a pile of     

debris scheduled to be bulldozed the next day.  These birds 

and their nest are protected by federal law;  destroying  or 

removing them is not an option.  Wildlife Aid Brigade was 

able to move the nest 1 yard into a bush and affix it safely.  

The nest was then observed until the parents found the 

new location, which they did within 15 minutes, and       

resumed care of the chicks.  

http://www.wildlifeaidbrigade.org/Call_of_the_Wild.html
http://www.wildlifeaidbrigade.org/Wild_Ward_0KH9.html
http://www.wildlifeaidbrigade.org/Training_Fees.html

